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The March 2009 meeting of the Historic Rivers Chapter of the Virginia Master 
Naturalists was called to order by Susan Powell, Chapter President, at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2009, in the Multipurpose Room of the Human Services Building on Olde Towne 
Road. She made the following announcements, some of which also involved questions, 
suggestions, or comments from members, as noted.  

 
• We have a guest at this meeting, Les Lawrence, neighbor of Felice Bond, who is 

thinking about becoming a Master Naturalist. Welcome, Les! 
• There was no Board of Directors meeting in March. The next Board meeting will 

be held on Wednesday, April 1st, 2009, in the Multipurpose Room of the Human 
Services Building.  The meeting will start at 6 pm. and, as always, is open to all 
chapter members.  

• Annual dues in the amount of $25 should be paid by the end of the month by cash 
or checks (payable to Historic Rivers Chapter VMN). Dues may be paid at the 
meeting or mailed to the chapter mail box: PO Box 6424, Williamsburg, VA, 
23187. Treasurer Jim Booth reported, “We’re solvent.” Those needing to know 
whether or not they have paid this year’s dues can contact Jim. The bank lost the 
signature card but gave him another to bring to this meeting, He also brought 
financial information from December for anyone wanting details about chapter 
finances.  

• At its January meeting, the Board approved the purchase of two tri-fold project 
boards and a 10’ x 10’ canopy, all of which will be available for use by chapter 
members when they are participating in approved volunteer service projects. 
Jordan Westhaver had offered helpful advice about which brand to get at Costco. 
When Susan checked, that brand was not available, but another one was, in a 
similar price range of $250, and with the added benefit of coming in a rolling bag. 
Susan will go ahead and get that. The chapter also has two banners that chapter 
members can use when they are doing volunteer service projects.  

• Committees are still looking for members. Anyone interested in working on a 
committee in 2009 should contact that committee chair.  

• The chapter now has a First Aid Kit for members to take to volunteer service 
projects. Susan will add incident forms and emergency contact forms. She will 
also add children’s aspirin and antibacterial hand gel. Members should let her 
know of any deficiencies they notice. Adrienne Frank asked about the possibility 
of having a duplicate First Aid Kit for times when two events occur on the sme 
date. Susan said the cost of this one was around $100; she thought having a 
second one was a good idea. Sheila Kerr-Jones inquired about laminated cards 
with the protocol for dealing with accidents (call 911, contact Mary Apperson, 
etc.), particularly for Cohort III, and Susan said she would check into that.  

• Felice Bond still has several copies of Frog Calls, a CD produced by DGIF. 
Contact her at fbond203@cox.net if you are interested in purchasing one.  



Susan then called for reports from other officer and committee chairs, as follows: 
 

1. Membership – Jeanette Navia. Jim Booth received his Master Naturalist certification. 
The following people were presented certificates for their re-certification as Master 
Naturalists: Alice Kopinitz, Seig Kopinitz, Shirley Devan, Clyde Marsteller, Susan 
Powell, Gary Hammer, Felice Bond, Sheila Kerr-Jones. The following members have 
also been re-certified, although they were not present to get their certificates: Tim 
Christensen, Kari Abbott, Angela Scott, Patricia Riddick, Larry Riddick, and Linda Cole. 
Pins for 250 hours of service were awarded to Patty Riddick, Alice Kopinitz, Seig 
Kopinitz; for 500 hours of service to Shirley Devan; and for 1000 hours of service to 
Susan Powell and, in absentia, Kari Abbott. As a conservation measure, the pins that 
were chosen have add-ons that indicate the number of hours of service. Master 
Naturalists going up to the next level will receive a new add-on and can return the former 
add-on to be recycled. Because of a glitch in the transfer of hours from Patty Riddick to 
Jeanette, some hours may not have been counted. Anyone with enough hours whose 
certification has not been noted should contact Jeanette.   

 
2. Volunteer Service Projects – Bruce Hill. In Bruce’s absence, Susan announced various 

projects and invited others member to speak about additional ones.   
a. Earth Day event at Waller Mill Park on April 18th , from 10 to 2. Contact 

Adrienne Frank, Gary Driscole, or Joanne Medina. Adrienne asked whom to 
contact for the display boards. Susan said that Felice have used them Patty would 
have used them mostly recently. 

b. Horticultural Extravaganza on Saturday, March 14, from 8-3 at York High 
School. Contact Patty Riddick or Felice Bond. Those who have already 
volunteered and who need to know their shift should email Felice. A good turnout 
is expected; the organizers have been turning people away. Photos have been 
updated and laminated for the Information Booth, which will be the length of two 
6-foot lunch tables. It will also include brochures explaining the Master Naturalist 
program and several sample field guides. Gary Driscole suggested the inclusion of 
a prothonotary warbler box, and Felice said she would pick one up Friday when 
she is a York River State Park.  

c. Cabin Fever Event at New Quarter Park, Saturday, March 28. A chair for 
this is still needed.  

d. Walk in the Forest at New Kent Forestry Center, Saturday, April 4 th, 7 am to 
4 pm. A chair is needed for this, too. Notice about this was emailed as advanced 
training, but members who volunteer to help can count their time as service hours 
instead.  

e. North American Bird Phenology Program – anytime. Volunteers are needed to 
enter data collected between 1881 and 1970. For more info, see the March 
newsletter and this website:  http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov/bpp/ 

f. Habitat Day at the Market on Saturday, May 9 – contact Kathi Mestayer. 
g. Spring Bird Counts – April 25 (Newport News Bird Club) and 26 

(Williamsburg Bird Club).   Contact Shirley Devan or Tim Christensen. 



h. Craney Island / Hampton Roads Bridge Tunnel Bird Monitoring  – Contact 
Shirley Devan. With regard to the HRBT monitoring, Sheila noted that there has 
been a change of date from what was originally announced.   

i. Prothonotary Warbler Nest Box Monitoring. Adrienne and Gary (Driscole) 
have already installed several boxes on Dragon Run, Gary wearing new hip 
waders that were a birthday gift from Adrienne. Adrienne was able to get a photo 
of Gary with his HRVMN patch as well as a Dragon Run hat and a Coastal  
Virginia Wildlife Observatory T-shirt – a fitting image of the collaborative efforts 
of three worthy organizations! Check out a photo of Gary sans hat but in his 
waders on the main blog page at www.cvwo.org. Gary Hammer noted that 
decisions now need to be made about where to install other boxes and who will 
monitor them. 

j. Susie Engle-Hill announced that Grace Episcopal Church in Yorktown is having 
a series of programs for their Sunday morning Adult Forum on “green” topics. 
May 10 and 24 are available if anyone would like to speak about something – 
creating backyard habits, for example. Interested members should let Susie know. 

 
3.  Advanced Training – Joanne Medina and Susie Engle-Hill. Susie has emailed 

information about several events that have been approved for advanced training credit: 
• Several Native Society walks in April and May  
• Walk in the Forest at New Kent Forestry on April 4  
• DGIF “No Child Left Inside” conference, April 29 from 9-4 at Lewis Ginter 

Botanical Gardens in Richmond.  
 

4. Newsletter – Barbara Boyer. Barbara asked members to “keep those cards, letters, and 
pictures coming in.” Anyone not receiving the newsletter should email her: 
cboyer12@cox.net  or bwboye@wm.edu . Susan will email her an updated roster.  

 
5. Outreach/Publicity – Adrienne Frank and Gary Driscole. Adrienne has submitted 

several articles to the Gazette. One has been published, and a couple of others are ready. 
She, Bruce Hill, and Jeanette Navia have met to talk about the Speaker’s Bureau, which 
currently has a different form from that for volunteer service. They are trying to 
determine the feasibility of having the same form for each. At issue is how to capture 
information necessary for the Chapter’s annual report while keeping paperwork as simple 
as possible. Finally, she is developing a brochure specifically for recruiting prospective 
Master Naturalists. Felice has supplied wonderful photos. If that brochure were to refer 
interested parties to our website for more information about Cohort IV this fall, would the 
pertinent information be there? Shirley said we could list topics from last year’s 
curriculum as a sample of what would be offered. Seig Kopnitz said he would set that up. 

 
6. Host – Alice Kopinitz. Alice needs a sub for next month’s meeting. Anyone interested 

should contact her. She brought fabulous snacks, including her famous short bread. Again 
she also gave out tickets for a free raffle at the end of the business meeting.  

 
7. Member at Large – Mike Powell. Mike reiterated his willingness to take to the board 

any issue a member might have, observing appropriate levels of confidentiality.  



 
8. Programs – Shirley Devan.  At next month’s meeting on April 8, the speaker will be 

Steve Geissler, Executive Director, Virginia Peninsula Public Service Authority. His 
topic is "The State of Recycling -- Locally and Globally." 

 
9. Other.  

 
• Clyde Marsteller reported that our fledgling sister Master Naturalists, the Peninsula 

Chapter, has just completed its fourth class and is in the process of electing officers. He 
said that Sheila Kerr-Jones has been “a champ.” Their newsletter, called “Field Notes,” 
was up and running even before their first class meeting. They will also offer classes in 
the fall, starting the 24th or 25th of August. Also, Clyde further reported that his Zoo 
recently went to Seaford Elementary. Because Patty Riddick was ill and could not help, 
as planned, Shirley Boyd from the new cohort stepped in to assist.  

• Shirley Devan has been contacted by John Killman of Boy Scout Troop 103, who is 
looking for someone to lead an outdoor “learning adventure” on the afternoon of 
Saturday, April 11, at Greensprings, for his troop (the boys are 10-12 years old). In the 
morning, they will have an “American Heritage” program, and Jerre Johnson will be 
working with them on geology. They are now looking for an afternoon program. This 
would be a good way for us as Master Naturalists to make inroads with our local youth. 
Anyone interested should contact Shirley, and she will put you in touch with Mr. 
Killman.  

 
10. Raffle. Chris Ludwig, our speaker for the evening, agreed to draw the winning name for 

the raffle. The first winner was Seig Kopinitz, and when Seig withdrew his name, Sara 
Lewis turned out to be the winner of a lovely bookmark, tatted by Alice Kopinitz.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m. so that the evening program could begin. Present for the 
program were several additional guests. The speaker was Chris Ludwig on the topic of 
“Virginia's Biodiversity and Its Conservation." Using first a handout he had brought and then a 
power point presentation (both of which he will generously email to Shirley for distribution to 
chapter members), he talked about biodiversity and its conservation, focusing primarily on 
Virginia, which is among the most significant states with regard to biodiversity and various 
preservation efforts. Chris has been with the Division of Natural Heritage within the Virginia 
Department of Conservation and Recreation since 1988.  For his first ten years with the Division, 
he served as the Staff Botanist, traversing the state in search of rare plants and 
significant conservation sites. Since 1998, he has served as the Chief Biologist, directing a team 
of botanists, zoologists, and ecologists in their quest to identify all of the rare species populations 
and significant natural communities in Virginia. In 2001, he co-founded the Flora of Virginia 
Foundation, formed to produce the first modern manual to the vascular Flora of Virginia 
(expected publication date: late 2012).   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Angier Brock 
 


