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President’s 
Message
Greetings All,

As summer comes to a close, signs of fall are around 
us. I feel for the plants going to seed early from the 
heat of summer. The Black Gum trees have red 
leaves on their branches already. Nature is changing 
and so is our fledgling group. There are lots of peo-
ple working hard on projects – thank you. It is a sign 
the chapter is working. There were several people at 
the various advanced training sessions held in 
August – good sign more milestones are being met.  
Another great sign – members who were unable to 
participate earlier may be coming back. I am proud 
of all of you for doing your part to make this a great 
group to belong to. The really big change is the new 
cohort which starts September 5th. Sixteen new 
interns are joining us. I hope they are as excited as 
we were, on the brink of starting something new.  
The new class is lucky they can dive right in, and 
put their energy into service hours with Virginia 
Waterways Cleanup Day on the 15th and Estuary 
Day on the 22nd. Good things are happening! I look 
forward to the changes in the fall, and to the adven-
tures the new class brings.  

My best, as always, to you all.
Cheers,
Kari Abbott, Member and President
Historic Rivers Chapter, Virginia Master Naturalist

Welcome to 
Cohort 2
Our chapter is growing! We are pleased to welcome 
16 new trainees to the Historic Rivers Chapter. Their 
training session begins September 5. Welcome to:

Cherie Aukland

Christie Bartels

James Booth

Ann Jo Cosgrove

Scott Deane

Susan Engle-Hill

Bruce Hill

Thomas Hoffmier

Pembroke Hoffmier

Laurie Houghland

Joanne R. Medina

Kathi Mestayer

Jerry Moum

Mike Powell

Lawrence Robertshaw

Jordan Westenhaver

Thank you for your interest and commitment to our 
chapter. We hope you will be richly rewarded.

Upcoming 
Events
September 5: Fall Cohort Training Class begins (see 
page 2)

September 12: ALL MEMBERS are invited to hear 
Hugh Beard, naturalist and award-winning science 
teacher, present our session on Taxonomy, Biology, 
and Citizen Science. Start time is 6:00 p.m. Look for 
an email about a different location for this class.

September 15: Virginia Waterways Cleanup Day at 
York River State Park, 10 am - 2 pm.

September 22: Estuary Day. This is a Volunteer 
Service project for our Chapter. Pick up some hours 
by helping out. See page 4.

Crab Spider. Photo taken at New Quarter Park by 
Sara Lewis.
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C H A P T E R  O F F I C E R S  

Kari Abbott, President

Susan Powell, Vice President & Programs 
Chair

Linda Cole, Secretary

Judy Hansen, Treasurer

Shirley Devan, Newsletter Editor

Anne Marie Castellani, Historian

Patty Riddick, Membership

Gary Hammer, Projects

Clyde Marsteller, Advanced Training

Alice & Seig Kopinitz, Outreach Committee

Seig Kopinitz, Webmaster

Check Out Our 
Web Site

www.vmn-historicrivers.org

Seig Kopinitz, Webmaster, has loaded up our web 
site with great documents, links, photos, and refer-
ences. There’s even a “members only” section. If 
you have not yet logged in with your magic pass-
word, plan on clicking over there soon and book 
marking that page. He’s looking for feedback too, so 
let him know your ideas.

VIMS “After Hours” 
Fat Cats: Blue catfish 
in Virginia's tidal 
tributaries
Thursday, September 
27, 2007

Blue catfish, native to the Mississippi River drain-
age, were introduced to Virginia's tidal rivers begin-
ning in the mid-1970s, where they now support a 
significant recreational and commercial fishery. 
These fish, which can grow to well over 100 pounds, 
eat a wide variety of prey and are prolific spawners, 
traits that have enabled them to thrive in local wa-
ters. Join Bob Greenlee, a fisheries biologist with the 
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 
as he explores the unique status of this species 
among the fishes of Virginia's tidal freshwater tribu-
taries of the Chesapeake Bay.

All lectures begin at 7:00 p.m. in McHugh Audito-
rium in Watermen's Hall on the VIMS campus at 
Gloucester Point. This lecture is approved for Ad-
vanced Training. Reservations to this free public 
lecture series are required due to limited space. 
Register by calling 804-684-7846 or register online at: 
http://tethys.vims.edu/events/registration.cfm

Photo from August 14 & 15 Nature Camp at NQP

Schedule for Fall 
VMN Training Class
The Fall class is scheduled to be 50 hours to give 
more time to some topics we felt were “short 
changed” in the spring session. Unless otherwise 
noted, classes begin promptly at 6:00 p.m. and end 
(for sure) by 9:00 p.m. 

Master Naturalists from the first class are welcome 
to sit in the classes, but the new trainees get seats 
around the table. There are a limited number of 
Volunteer Service opportunities left for assistance 
with this training. See page 4 for details.

September 5: Introduction to Virginia Master Natu-
ralist Program and Risk Management Training

September 12: Class kick-off -- Citizen Science, 
Biology, Dichotomous Keys, Taxonomy; Instructor 
Hugh Beard

September 19: Geology of Virginia; Instructor Dr. 
Jerre Johnson

September 26: Wetlands Class and Workshop at 
York River State Park, Class is from 5:00 - 8:00 pm; 
Instructors David Norris and Stephen Living, VA 
DGIF

October 3: Botany, Dr. Donna Ware

October 10: Dendrology (pot- luck dinner from 5:30 
- 7:00; class from 7:00 - 9:00); Dr. Stewart Ware

October 17: Entomology; Instructor Dr. Bill Dimock

October 24: Ornithology; Instructor Bill Williams

October 27: Saturday Field Trip to Forestry Center 
in New Kent County, Tentative time: 9:00 - 2:00; 
Instructor Billy Apperson

October 31: no class -- Halloween!

November 3: All day Saturday Field Trip to VIMS 
for Estuary and Coastal Ecology and Aquatic Ecol-
ogy; Instructors will be VIMS staff

November 7: Herpetology; Instructor Tim Chris-
tensen

November 14: Mammalogy; Instructor Bo Baker, VA 
Living Museum

November 21: no class -- Thanksgiving Eve

November 28: Ichthyology; Instructor Bob Greene-
lee, VA DGIF Fisheries Biologist

December 5: Ecology; Instructor Dr. Lou Verner, VA 
DGIF

December 12: Holiday Get Together with Stephen 
Living, VA DGIF. Place and time to be determined.
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Historic Rivers Chap-
ter Takes On Big Trees
By Larry Riddick, Project Coordinator

The Historic Rivers Chapter has recently established 
a service project that supports the Virginia Big Tree 
Program. The program relies on volunteers to search 
for, nominate, and verify the measurements of big 
trees in Virginia. When a big tree is reported to the 
program, it is put onto the Virginia Big Tree Regis-
try, an official list maintained jointly by the Virginia 
Forestry Association, the Virginia Department of 
Forestry, and Virginia Tech's College of Natural 
Resources. The largest of each species appears on 
the big tree list. Our efforts will primarily be to re-
measure trees in the peninsula area that are on the 
list but haven’t been checked in the last ten years. 
Trees that haven’t been remeasured since 1997 will 
be removed from the data base at the end of this 
year if not updated. Our goal is to submit our find-
ings by October 31st. The photo below shows Dr. 
Kirwan on the left and Larry Riddick on the right 
demonstrating technique for measuring a tree.

To prepare for this project, members of the chapter 
and some members of the local tree stewards chap-
ter underwent training in August on how to meas-
ure trees and record the results. Dr. Jeff  Kirwan, a 
forestry professor and extension specialist at Vir-
ginia Tech, conducted the training.  Dr. Kirwan  left 
a set of instruments with President Kari Abbott for 
our use in taking measurements. Included were a 
GPS to verify locations, a clinometer to measure 
height, and a tape measure.

Dr Kirwan also briefed us on a related effort called 
the Remarkable Trees Project. Virginians are being 
asked to search their communities and natural areas 
for trees that are remarkable because of age, size, 
beauty, uniqueness, connection to the community, or 
historical and cultural significance. The project will 
culminate in a keepsake book to be published in 
2008 highlighting Virginia’s top 100 trees. Anyone 
who nominates a tree will have his or her name 
listed on the project website and in the culminating 
book. Perhaps someone who reads this will have a 
candidate!

For more information on both the Big Tree and the 
Remarkable Tree projects, go to 
http://www.fw.vt.edu/4h/bigtree/index.htm or 
simply “google” “Virginia’s Big Tree Program”.

 Save the Dates
Some of these programs have been approved to 
count towards Advanced Training hours.

September 8, Project WILD

$25, Williamsburg Marriott, 9 am - 4 pm, lunch in-
cluded. This is approved for Advanced Training.

Project WILD is an national accredited environ-
mental educational curriculum that can be adapted 
to highlight Virginia's natural resources and used to 
created interpretive programs in parks. Kari Abbott, 
Project Learning Tree Facilitator, Master Gardener, 
Master Naturalist, is a graduate of the University of 
North Carolina. Mrs. Abbott has volunteered over 
3000 hours to the education and enlightenment of 
the school children of James City County over the 
past two years. Mrs. Abbott has been trained by 
both Project Learning Tree and Project WILD.  She is 
the VA State Project Learning Tree Environmental 
Educator of the Year for 2007 and a National Project 
Learning Tree Outstanding Educator Honoree for 
2007. 

Project WILD's mission is to provide wildlife-based 
conservation and environmental education that 
fosters responsible actions toward wildlife and re-
lated natural resources. The goal is to assist learners 
of any age in developing awareness, knowledge, 
skills and commitment to result in informed deci-
sions, responsible behavior and constructive actions 
concerning wildlife and the environment.

To register or for more info, contact: Andrea John-
son, AJohnson@james-city.va.us, phone: 259-5352

September 12, Project Learning Tree

$25, Williamsburg Marriott, 9 am - 4 pm, lunch in-
cluded. This is approved for Advanced Training.

Project Learning Tree is a nationally accredited envi-
ronmental educational curriculum that can be used 
to create interpretive programs in Park settings. 
 Kari Abbott, Project Learning Tree Facilitator, Mas-
ter Gardener, and Master Naturalist, will lead this 
session. PLT, a program of the American Forest 
Foundation, is one of the most widely used envi-
ronmental education programs in the U.S. The cur-
riculum materials provide the tools educators need 
to bring the environment into the classroom and 
their students into the environment. Topics range 
from forests, wildlife, and water, to community 
planning, waste management and energy.

To register or for more info, contact: Andrea John-
son, AJohnson@james-city.va.us, phone: 259-5352

September 15, “Bird Club Field Trip to Kiptopeke 
State Park and Eastern Shore”

Our own Susan Powell, Virginia Master Naturalist 
and member of the Williamsburg Bird Club, will 
lead the Bird Club’s trip Saturday, September 15, to 

the Eastern Shore. Meet at the parking lot at Colony 
Square Shopping Center at 6:45 a.m. for a 7:00 a.m. 
departure. The one-day round trip toll across the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel is $17 so car pooling 
is recommended. 

Susan wants to get the group to the Song Bird Band-
ing station as early as possible because, according to 
Jethro Runco the Chief Song Bird Bander, they net 
the best birds early in the morning. Seeing the small 
song birds and warblers “in the hand” is unforget-
table and we want to maximize that experience for 
those interested in that part of the trip.

After visiting the song bird banding station, Susan 
will stop by the butterfly garden to point out but-
terfly host plants and some of the butterflies we'll be 
seeing. The hawk watch platform will be in full 
operation and fully staffed with volunteers and paid 
staff. If the winds are right, they'll be pointing out 
migrating hawks and falcons overhead and banding 
those they trap. We may get to see some of the 
banded hawks at the platform before they are re-
leased. The Coastal Virginia Wildlife Observatory 
staffs and manages the Hawk Watch Platform and 
Songbird Banding Station at Kiptopeke. 

Susan has added a “bonus option” to this day's trip. 
At 11:30 a.m., those who wish can follow her up to 
Oyster, VA and then on to Willis Wharf (small East-
ern Shore fishing villages) to search for shore birds 
and waterfowl. Those who prefer to stay a Kip-
topeke may do so or may turn for home as their 
schedule allows. If you join the trek to Oyster and 
Willis Wharf, bring a lunch and a spotting scope if 
you have one. We'll probably stay until mid after-
noon, but you are free to return to Route 13 and 
head south for home whenever you wish.

September 18, “The Birds, Bees, and other Bugs 
of North America”

National Wildlife Federation field guide authors 
Ned Brinkley and Art Evans will present a joint 
lecture and book signing on Tuesday, September 18, 
2007 at the Science Museum of Virginia. Their 
books, "Field Guide to Birds of North America" and 
"Field Guide to Insects and Spiders of North Amer-
ica" will be on sale at the meeting.

Ned Brinkley is the Editor-in-Chief of the journal 
"North American Birds" and international bird 
guide for Field Guide, Inc. Art Evans is an ento-
mologist, author, and photographer whose column 
"What's Bugging You?" appears in the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch. 

The Virginia Society of Naturalists meets on the 
third Tuesday of the month from September 
through May at The Science Museum of Virginia,  
2500 W. Broad Street in Richmond. Doors open at 
7:00PM. The meeting starts promptly at 7:30PM and 
is free to the public. 
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/

H I S T O R I C  R I V E R S  C H A P T E R

www.vmn-historicrivers.org 3

http://www.fw.vt.edu/4h/bigtree/index.htm
http://www.fw.vt.edu/4h/bigtree/index.htm
mailto:AJohnson@james-city.va.us
mailto:AJohnson@james-city.va.us
http://www.forestfoundation.org/
http://www.forestfoundation.org/
http://www.forestfoundation.org/
http://www.forestfoundation.org/
mailto:AJohnson@james-city.va.us
mailto:AJohnson@james-city.va.us
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/
http://www.vmn-historicrivers.org
http://www.vmn-historicrivers.org


October 6, “Walk and Talk,” New Quarter Park. 

Helen Hamilton, botanist, will lead a walk around 
the park to explore and learn about grasses. Walk 
starts at 10 am. This is approved for Advanced 
Training.

October 5 - 7 Eastern Shore Birding Festival in 
Cape Charles, VA. 

The Eastern Shore Birding and Wildlife Festival is 
an annual celebration during the Fall migration of 
the Neotropical songbirds and raptors. Virginia's 
Eastern Shore creates a natural funnel focusing the 
migration of birds to the southernmost tip of the 
Peninsula. The area provides an excellent opportu-
nity for novice and experienced birdwatchers to 
witness incredible numbers of birds congregated in 
preparation for their flight to the tropics. Web site: 
www.esvachamber.org/festivals/birding/

October 9, 2007, 7:00 p.m. Scott Weidensaul

We have learned from the Friends of the Williams-
burg Regional Library that their annual meeting will 
host author and naturalist Scott Weidensaul. Mark 
your calendars now for Tuesday, October 9, and 
plan to attend this presentation by an engaging, 
thoughtful, inspiring naturalist. Our community is 
fortunate that the Friends of the Library has en-
gaged Scott for their special event – it is not to be 
missed! If you are not a member of the Library, now 
is the time to join: www.wrl.org/

Scott has earned a reputation as a dynamic speaker 
on environmental topics, and maintains an active 
speaking schedule across the country, ranging from 
universities to nature centers and museums.

Visit his web site, www.scottweidensaul.com to read 
the first chapter in his new book:  Of a Feather: A 
Brief History of American Birding.

November 3, “Walk and Talk,” New Quarter Park. 

Dr. Jerre Johnson will lead a walk around the park 
and explore and explain the Geology of Virginia’s 
Coastal Plain. Walk begins at 10 am. This is ap-
proved for Advanced Training.

Volunteer Service 
Projects
Our board has a goal of having each member be-
come certified before the end of 2007. That means 
eight hours of Advanced Training and 40 hours of 
Volunteer Service. Look for a list of Advanced Train-
ing opportunities elsewhere in this newsletter. 
Meanwhile, listed below are the Volunteer Service 
Projects already approved. Feel free to contact the 
“go to” person listed for each event and find out 
how you can join in and earn those hours.

Assistance with Fall Cohort Training

Members of Cohort 1 can earn volunteer service 
hours by assisting in classroom management during 
the Fall class session for Cohort 2. You can earn two 
hours per session with a max of two people earning 
hours each class. We still need one volunteer for the 
following dates: September 19 – Geology of VA; 
September 26 – Wetlands Field Trip at York River 
State Park; October 17 – Entomology; and October 
24 – Ornithology. Duties include taking class notes, 
classroom set up and tear down, distributing mate-
rials, collecting materials, and being warm, welcom-
ing hosts! Contact Shirley Devan, 
sedevan52@cox.net 

Virginia Waterways Cleanup – September 15

At its August meeting, the Board approved a new 
volunteer service project at York River State Park for 
the annual “Virginia Waterways Cleanup.” This 
year’s event will be September 15, 2007 from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. to pick up debris along the shoreline of 
the York River at the Park. Contact Mary Apperson 
at the Park, phone 566-3036 or email: 
Mary.Apperson@dcr.virginia.gov

Estuary Day at York River State Pk – Sept 22

Saturday, September 22  all day. The team is well 
underway with this project, designing a story board 
and outreach materials. They welcome anyone who 
can help out the day of the event as we take this 
“big step out for our chapter” and introduce our-
selves to the community. Contact info: Linda Cole, 
llcole@cox.net

Young Naturalist Days at New Quarter Park

The August version of this venture was so success-
ful that the Park has asked us to conduct a similar 
“camp” in October. Be sure to read Clyde’s account 
of the two days in this newsletter. Dates are still 
being worked but help is needed. Contact info: 
Clyde Marsteller, clydeccedm@aol.com

Greensprings Trail Wildlife Mapping and Interpre-
tation

Contact Susan Powell or Kari Abbott to get in on the 
Interpretive role here. Also let them know if you 
would like to be involved in wildlife mapping for 
this area. Contact info: Susan, 
vice-president@vmn-historicrivers.org or Kari, 
president@vmn-historicrivers.org

Trail Maintenance, York River State Park

This is an ongoing service project you can do any-
time. Feel free to join in when we pick up again in 
September. Days of the week are still to be deter-
mined, but you can go out any time. Look for emails 

about specific times for our group. Contact Mary 
Apperson at the Park, phone 566-3036 or email: 
Mary.Apperson@dcr.virginia.gov

Anne-Marie Castellani, Felice Bond, and Mary 
Apperson work on the trails at York River State 
Park August 17.

Giant Oil Refinery Property Wildlife Mapping and 
Interpretation

Contact Patty Riddick to get more info on the logis-
tics for this location. It will be helpful if you’ve had 
the Wildlife Mapping course. Contact info: Patty 
Riddick, pattyriddick@cox.net 

Big Tree Project 

Dr. Jeff Kirwan from VA Tech trained us in August 
to measure big trees. Most “big trees” in this area 
have teams scheduled to measure them. Contact 
Larry Riddick, Project Coordinator, to see if he has 
any new listings or needs assistance. This project 
must be completed before November 30. Contact 
info: Larry Riddick, larryriddick@cox.net

Williamsburg Land Conservancy Wildlife Mapping

We’re still working out details and logistics for this 
project. We’re looking for a project coordinator so 
contact Kari Abbott if you want to be in on this ef-
fort. Wildlife Mapping course is a necessity for this 
project.

Project Toolbox [Master Naturalist in a Box!]

A collection of field guides, books, and other local 
information to assist any Master Naturalist who is 
out in the field in an interpretive capacity [Green-
springs Trail comes to mind!!]. Contact Larry Rid-
dick to help complete this important cog in our 
contact with the public, larryriddick@cox.net
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Master Naturalist and Camp Counselor Clyde 
Marsteller tells the group about the Virginia state 
fossil, Chesapecten jeffersonius

Close Encounters of 
the Third Kind – An 
Exploration into Being 
a Naturalist
By Clyde Marsteller

In the Sci-Fi movie “2010-Odyssey Two,”  Dr Floyd 
asks the Super Computer HAL, “What is going to 
happen?” HAL replies, “Something Wonderful.”

Something Wonderful happened at New Quarter 
Park on August 14 & 15 called  “Close Encounters of 
the Third Kind – An Exploration into being a Natu-
ralist.”

The New Quarter Park staff asked our Historic Riv-
ers Chapter (HRC) to design and conduct a two day 
nature camp for 20 children ages 8 to 11 years old. 
After several days of meetings, planning our 
agenda, site visits, and pre-camp preparations, 
Tuesday morning dawned full of promise and anxi-
ety. 

Fifteen campers signed in and nine HRC volunteers 
led them off on an adventure into nature. 

The first morning's activities included an introduc-
tion, ground rules, and the start of a journal for each 
child. They then headed to a fossil beach to collect 
shells.

Back at the shelter they were given a geological 
history of NQP and a Jefferson Scallop to take home. 

The children had an extra treat searching for fossil 
shark teeth in gravel from North Carolina donated 
by Felice. I introduced the State Symbols with pic-
tures for their journals and Sheila gave a nice but-
terfly presentation to go along with our Eastern 
Tiger Swallowtail. After a snack and potty break 
(greatly appreciated by the oldest HRC VMN there) 
the campers were introduced to DECOMPOSERS. 
They learned about and handled mosses and fungi, 
isopods, millipeds, worms, slugs, snails, termites, 
wood roachs, and the amazing Patent Leather Bee-
tles. After interacting with the “critters” our bud-
ding Naturalists made beetle racing cars and dis-
covered they really moved out when put on the 
playground's sliding board. Look out below! 

All of these activities were supervised and moni-
tored by Larry, Patty,  Ann-Marie, Sheila, Kari, Su-
san, Felice and our two wonderful teenagers -- 
Courtney Abbott and Luke Campbell.

After finishing up the morning  the campers were 
given copies of “Native Trees of Virginia.” The chil-
dren were returned to their parents and we all 
wended our ways back home in anticipation of 
Wednesday's activities.

On Wednesday we had an extra treat when our 
sponsor Mary Apperson joined us.

The day started off with an introduction to PREDA-
TORS. The children loved the spiders, scary centi-
pedes, slimy salamanders, Mushroom the American 
Toad, and the crème del a crème, our worm and 
earth snakes.

Something else Wonderful happened. The night 
before when I was transferring the three snakes 
from their terrarium to their traveling bag, I found 
instead of three snakes, there were nine! I had be-
come a grandfather to six baby ring neck snakes. It 
seems that a ring neck snake captured in June to 
show to my classes at Poquoson Elementary had 
laid at least six eggs before released back into the 
wild on June 18. Two months later her babies joined 
my “Zoo in My Luggage” entourage. The kids were 
captivated by them. We finished the program with 
an excellent birding presentation by Susan. It was 
now time for our “Critter Safari.”

The NQP staff (Sara Lewis and Molly Nealer) pro-
vided backpacks and water bottles for the children. 
Thank goodness for the younger HRC Naturalists 
and our teenager volunteers. Eight to eleven year 
olds don't believe in geology. There are no steep 
slopes or up and down. They just GO.

We discovered all kinds of wildlife including a liz-
ard in a wood pile spotted by one of the young la-
dies. We shook trees limbs and shrubs onto white 
sheets for more critters. HRC President Kari Abbott 
and Park Interpreter Sara Lewis awarded Certifi-
cates to the children, and Sara surprised all of us by 
telling the children they could keep their back packs 
and presented the HRC volunteers with their own 
back packs!

This is a brief overview of the two days and doesn't 
begin to describe all the preparation and work that 
went into it. I know I omitted some activities we did 
and left out giving credit to special things our vol-
unteers did. It was a “Something Wonderful” and 
everyone learned from it and thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves.

I want to thank Kari, Felice and Susan for their lead-
ership and great activity ideas. Larry and Patty, 
Ann-Marie, Sheila, and Mary for providing supervi-
sion and mentoring (not to mention strong legs and 
endless enthusiasm). The children loved interacting 
with Courtney and Luke and they added a nice 
balance.

I would like to close with a quote by Rachel Carson 
that Felice graciously shared with me.

“If a child is to keep his or her inborn sense of won-
der ... he or she needs the companionship of at least 
one adult who can share it, rediscovering with him 
or her the joy, excitement and mystery of the world 
we live in.”

This is what we are all about.

Master Naturalist Sheila Kerr-Jones, right, helps a 
camper look for shark’s teeth at the New Quarter 
Park Camp.

Master Naturalist Re-
sources at Williams-
burg Libraries
By Anne-Marie Castellani, Historian

There are currently 19 books at the Williamsburg 
Regional Library that are on the Historic Rivers 
Chapter of the Virginia Master Naturalists' resource 
list or were recommended during a class meeting.  
To find a list of these titles in the library's catalog, 
just do a series search and type in Virginia Master 
Naturalist resource list. This should bring up the list 
of titles from which you can check on the books' 
availability and location in the libraries.
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The Misadventures of 
the Skunk Hollow 
Boys
By Clyde Marsteller

I guess the whole business really started with a 
snowstorm on a Thursday in December 1951. It 
snowed about a foot and school was closed on Fri-
day. The Township decided to give us kids an early 
Christmas present by closing Brown Crossing Road 
from 8 - 11pm. That gave us a sledding hill over a 
mile long with a dandy S curve over the Nancy Run 
Creek at the bottom. The little kids sledded into a 
field above the creek and the daredevils slid under 
the Township's sawhorses and challenged the 
curves. We usually ended up in the creek bruised, 
wet and cold.

That particular night I was sledding with my two 
best friends, Tommy H and Tom D. We had been 
best buds since first grade and were inseparable. 
During our sled trips down , two girls our age who 
lived by the road started to pelt us with snowballs. 
Teenage hormones kicked in and we chased them 
and “washed” their faces with snow. Unfortunately 
their father, Mr G., came storming out of the house 
and chased us off the property. It probably would 
have ended there, but he called our parents and we 
were grounded the rest of the weekend.

Teenagers have short memories especially with 
Christmas just around the corner and the episode 
was forgotten ... almost.

The months passed and the new year flew into 
autumn and late October which meant hunting and 
trapping season. I was running a trap line along the 
creek for muskrats. I caught a nice skunk which 
unfortunately peed all over the place (and itself) 
before I could dispatch it. I hung it up near the 
house to deodorize it before I skinned it out. Tommy 
H came over (he lived across the street) and Tom D 
stopped down to see it. Halloween was a few days 
away and we were discussing how to revenge our-
selves on Mr G. We had almost decided to blow up 
his mailbox with a Cherry Bomb when Tommy H 
had an inspired idea. “Let’s tie the skunk on his 
front door.” We could just see Mr G.'s face the next  
morning when he opened the door to go to work. 
Giggling and laughing we put the skunk in a sack 
and when it got good and dark we did the dastardly 
deed. Unfortunately one of his neighbors saw us 
and recognized Tommy H. And the neighborhood 
knew where there was one of us there were the 
other two.

The next afternoon I was at Grammy Prem's house 
(having escaped from some work detail at home) 
when Tom D. came running up yelling, “Your Dad 
wants you at  home right now, we've been arrested.”  
I hurried home and sure enough there was the 
Township Constable talking with Dad. The first 
thing he asked me was did I hang a skunk on Mr 

G.'s door? Dad looked at me and said,  “I raised you 
to tell the truth. If you did it, take your medicine 
like a man.” Tears flooded my eyes and I wished the 
ground would open up and swallow me. “Yes Sir,” I 
stammered. It seems something had torn the skunk 
apart during the night and the odor had been ab-
sorbed by the brick front of the home. Graciously 
Mr G. said he wouldn't press charges if we cleaned 
up the mess and got rid of the smell.

For two days the three of us scrubbed the front of 
his house with two cases of tomato soup followed 
up with PineSol. The really hard part was trying to 
ignore his daughters peering out the windows and 
laughing at us.

As the years have passed I have come to the opin-
ion it was the skunk that had the revenge.

The Lake
By Clyde Marsteller, 1961

The lake nestled in the hills
turquoise blue in emerald green.
A piece of heaven wedded to earth
when at a distance seen.

Fed by the rains and storm clouds
born in the sky above.
Droplets splashed into its' bosom
soft kisses of celestial love.

Peaceful and life giving it lies
obeying the winds' command.
Its wavelets chase fallen leaves
across its' shoals of sand.

Shy creatures come and drink
and see themselves reflected.
Then move into woodland haunts
there by their depths protected.

And deep below its' surface
another world is seen.
Long arms and fronds of plants 
and fishes dark and lean.

Glimmering schools of life
break as their ranks are tore.
By ravenous teeth and shuddering
forms of hungry predator.

So it is in most things
In the peaceful something mean.
In the beautiful and obvious
below the surface worlds unseen.

Our Sponsors
The Virginia Master Naturalist Program and the 
Historic Rivers Chapter are sponsored and actively 
supported by these state-wide agencies:
• Virginia Cooperative Extension
• Virginia Tech College of Natural Resources
• Virginia Tech Department of Forestry
• Virginia Department of Conservation and Recrea-

tion
• Virginia Department of Forestry
• Virginia Department of Game & Inland Fisheries
• Virginia Museum of Natural History.

Carol Heiser, Wildlife Habitat Education 
Coordinator at the Virginia Department of Game 
and Inland Fisheries, (shown above on the right) 
conducted an Advanced Training session on 
Wildlife Habitat in Williamsburg August 21.

Dedicated folks in these state agencies, like Carol 
Heiser, have been working for years, literally, to 
bring the Virginia Master Naturalist Program to 
fruition. Chapters throughout the state started form-
ing in 2006. Our original Historic Rivers Chapter 
Board, formed in 2006, included representatives 
from four of the founding agencies: Department of 
Conservation and Recreation, Department of For-
estry, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 
and Virginia Cooperative Extension. We have also 
collaborated with The College of William and Mary 
to serve on our original board and advise us.

As Master Naturalists, we will be “volunteer em-
ployees” for the Commonwealth of Virginia and 
represent one or several of these sponsoring organi-
zations on our projects and efforts. Many of our 
instructors are “subject matter experts” in their area 
and work for one of our sponsoring agencies.

The Commonwealth’s investment is tremendous 
and they expect great things from the state’s Master 
Naturalists.
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