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Message from the president 

Our Next Training Program Begins in August!  

Features New Topics and Online Access to the New Training Manual! 

The training schedule for Cohort IV will be a little dif-
ferent this time. For this session, our classes will be 
held on Tuesday evenings from 6 to 9; however, in-
stead of every week, they will be held every other 
week, with an occasional Saturday field day.  And in-
stead of requiring a volunteer to attend a minimum 
number of hours, we will require that they attend a 
minimum number of classes and field days.  Most Tues-
day classes will be held on the Multipurpose Room of 
the Human Services Building, but a few will be held at 
Jamestown High School in Charlie Dubay‘s classroom. 

Can you distinguish each of the physiographic provinces of 
Virginia?  Can you name four characteristics that all mam-
mals share?  Can you discuss the differences between a 
toad and a frog?  If you can, then you remember your ba-
sic training! 

The Historic Rivers Chapter has successfully trained three 
cohorts of Virginia Master Naturalist volunteers, and we 
are set to begin training our fourth on Tuesday, August 
25.  You can help recruit new volunteers to our program 
by telling your friends, family, and colleagues how much 
fun you had during your basic training! 
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Page 10 

Invasive Clear-
ing Day 

Page 9 

More training 
opportunities 

Pages 12-13 

Summertime 
at the zoo 

Page 14 

Historic Rivers Chapter Summer Picnic 
When:  Wednesday, July 8 
Where:  York River State Park     Shelter #2 -- 4 – 8 pm 
 
Bring family, friends, children, and grandchildren! Join us for a fun, relaxed picnic at York River State Park from 4:00 

– 8:00 pm. The Chapter will provide beverages, ice, paper/plastic ware, hot dogs and 
buns. Shelter #2 has picnic tables but you can bring camp chairs or lawn chairs if you wish.  
Bring a potluck dish to share. A charcoal grill will be available – so feel free to bring your 
favorite food to grill if you don‘t like hot dogs! We‘ll eat at 6:00 pm and have a short busi-
ness meeting at 6:30 to vote on revised by-laws. We'll also be recognizing members who 
have achieved certification and milestones in 2009! 
RSVP by July 3 to Alice Kopinitz, 757-565-1753, or email:  askop4@cox.net to let us 
know how many are coming! Hope to see you there! 

Continued on page 2 

mailto:askop4@cox.net
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Notes from the Board 

All meetings of the Board of Directors 
are open to members. Jeanette Navia 
reminds all to turn in their hours for June 
2009. You can‘t get certified unless you 
send in your hours!  

©2009 Historic Rivers Chapter, Virginia 
Master Naturalist Program. No parts of 
this newsletter may be reproduced with-

Message from the president, continued from page 1 

out permission of the Board of Directors of 
the Historic Rivers Chapter. Contact: news-
letter-editor@vmn-historicrivers.org 

Virginia Master Naturalist programs and 
employment are open to all, regardless of 
race, color, national origin, sex, religion, 
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orien-
tation, or marital or family status. An equal 
opportunity/affirmative action employer. 

Because we are holding the classes every other Tuesday, instead of finishing in De-
cember, Cohort IV will finish in March.  That, in turn, means our chapter will wait 
to hold the annual meeting in March. 

 We will be adding a few new topics to our line-up.  One new topic is ―Indigenous 
Cultures‖ to be taught by local expert and author Aleck Loker.  Another new topic 
in our line-up will be ―Interpretive Skills and Field Methods‖ to be taught by DGIF‘s 
Watchable Wildlife expert Stephen Living. 

As always, if you would like to volunteer to help with the classes, you should con-
tact Shirley Devan or Bruce Hill.  If you just want to sit in on the classes and listen 
and learn, then you will receive advanced training hours.  All are welcome to at-
tend. 

In other exciting news, all our volunteers will now have online access to sections of 
the Virginia Master Naturalist Training Manual!  According to Michelle Prysby, the 
Virginia Master Naturalist Program Coordinator, the State Steering Committee has 
decided to ―publish each section as it is completed, and to publish them on the Web 
so that they are accessible and free to everyone.‖  The sections will now be Exten-
sion publications, and will be housed on the Virginia Cooperative Extension publica-
tions website.  However, Michelle has added a link to them on the State‘s Virginia 
Master Naturalist website on the Training page, or you can access them by clicking 
on this link: (http://www.virginiamasternaturalist.org/training.html). 
So far, there are only 3 sections available: Forest Ecology and Management, Ichthy-
ology, and Mammalogy.  She plans to post the additional sections as they become 
available. 

In addition to all our classroom and hands-on field days, these will provide even 
more in-depth information for volunteers. 

Remember, the picnic is on Wednesday, July 8th.   Please plan to bring your friends, 
family, and potential  

Yours truly, 

Susan Powell, President 

Historic Rivers Chapter 

VA Master Naturalist Program 

http://www.virginiamasternaturalist.org/training.html
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Basic Training for Cohort IV Starts  

August 25 

All members of the Historic Rivers Chapter are in-
vited to attend (again!) basic training sessions for 
Cohort IV. You can earn Advanced Training hours 
for attending these sessions. We have several new 
speakers and topics for this training series. Check 
out the list below. 

You can also earn Volunteer Service Hours by help-
ing with classroom management at one or more 
sessions. Contact Shirley Devan if you want to help 
on a particular evening. Duties include early arrival 
for set up (5:30) and assisting instructor as needed 
with set up, material distribution, etc. Then before 
9 pm, rearranging the room and ensuring we’re out 
of the room by 9 am. 

Most training classes will be selected Tuesday 
nights 6 – 9 pm at the Human Services Building, 
5249 Olde Towne Road in Williamsburg, and se-
lected Saturdays. The 2009 – 2010 specific training 
dates are: (subject to change): 

 

August 25: Introduction to VA Master Naturalist 
and the Nature of Naming 

September 1: Risk Management (Jeremy John-
son) and Biology Basics – Bruce Hill 

September 15: Habitats – Susan Powell 

September 26 – Saturday Field Trip – Wetlands 
Ecology at York River State Park 

September 29: Plant Biology – Charlie Dubay at 
Jamestown High 

October 6: Dendrology – Dr. Stewart Ware 

October 20: Geology – Dr. Jerre Johnson 

October 24 – Saturday Field Trip – Geology Field 
Trip with Dr. Johnson 

November 3: Indigenous Cultures – Dr. Aleck 
Loker 

November 14 – TBD  

November 17: Interpretive Skills and Field 
Methods – Steve Living  

December 1: Entomology – Dr. Barbara Abra-
ham 

December 9: Wednesday, Chapter’s Annual 
Meeting and Holiday Gathering. Michelle 
Prysby will be our speaker. 

January 5: Herpetology – Tim Christensen 

January 16: Field Trip – TBD  

January 19: Ornithology – Bill Williams  

February 2: Mammalogy – Bo Baker (to be con-
firmed)  

February 13: Saturday – Freshwater Ecology in 
the morning; Winter Botany in afternoon – 
Charlie Dubay at Jamestown High  

February 16: Fishes of VA – Bob Greenlee (to be 
confirmed) 

March 2: Ecology – Dr. Lou Verner (to be con-
firmed)  

March 10: Wednesday, Graduation for Cohort 
IV at Chapter’s regular Monthly Meeting. 

-Shirley Devan- 

Just a friendly neighborhood rat snake—courtesy of 
Shirley  Devan 
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Environment Education Opportunity  

Sara Lewis 

 One of the outcomes of the Project Learning Tree Workshop at New Quarter Park on June 29 was the 
idea that New Quarter would be a great location for a Nature Day for 4th and 5th grade students from Magruder 
and Waller Mill Elementary Schools. The teachers were inspired to go back and talk with their peers about the 
types of activities they might want to do to reinforce learning objectives. They asked if Master Naturalist might be 
willing to man various activity stations that the teachers would suggest. 

 A Nature Day would work like this: The students would come to the park and break into groups. Then, 
they would visit each of 5 or 6 stations where the Master Naturalists get them involved in a learning activity. Par-
ents of students would be recruited by the teachers to pull together a cookout. After the kids cycled through the 
science activity stations they would eat and leave. 

 An example of an activity is one that we practiced at the workshop. In the Tree Factory activity, students 
learn about the work that each part of the tree does and then build and act out a tree factory. In this photo, Alice 
Kopinitz (center) and I (on the ground) are the heartwood and the root. Looks like fun, right? It was! 

 I agreed to all of this Master Naturalist participation in theory, and hope that lots of you are interested in 
helping. Please let me know if you are particularly interested in helping with a York County schools Nature Day! 
Contact me at saraelewis@cox.net or 220-2042. If I get feedback that enough of you are interested in helping, we 
will press on with plans, including having this approved for volunteer hours. 
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Bird Sleuth at New Quarter Park 
Sarah Lewis 

 
A Cornell Lab of Ornithology curriculum is being used to de-
velop a program for New Quarter Park. Bird Sleuth is a pro-
gram for 9 to 12 year olds and will be held on four Saturdays, 
September 12, October 10, November 14, and December 12, 
from 8 to 10 a.m., to coincide with the regular second Satur-
day Williamsburg Bird Club walks at the park.  
 
Kids will learn how to identify the most frequently observed 
birds by sounds, silhouettes, and behaviors. Each session will 
involve looking for birds, recording the species of birds seen, 
and recording bird observations online at eBird, the Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology’s largest citizen science program 
website. Bird Sleuth program participants will also have an 
opportunity to participate in the Williamsburg Bird Club’s 
Christmas Bird Count with members of the Williamsburg Bird 
Club.  
 
Bird Sleuth will be taught by certified Virginia Master Natu-
ralists (Historic Rivers Chapter) and members of the Williams-
burg Bird Club.  Mike Millin is the lead and Sara Lewis will 
assist. Adults may participate too, but they must be accom-
panied by a 9 to 12 year old student. All participants are 
asked to bring a bird guide and binoculars if they have them; 
a limited number of guides and binoculars will be available to 
loan.  
 
If you would like to assist Mike on one or more Saturday, 
please contact him (mamilli@attglobal.net or 258-4724) or 
Sara (saraelewis@cox.net or 220-2042). High school-aged 
assistants would be great! If you know some who are inter-
ested in birds, please let them know about this opportunity. 
Also, if you can loan extra pairs of binoculars and kids’ guides 
for the program, please let Mike or Sara know. 
 
Last but not least, please tell your friends and neighbors 
about the program and encourage parents to register chil-
dren for Bird Sleuth by calling York County Parks and Recrea-
tion at 757-890-3500.  
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You know you're a Master Natural-
ist when.... 

From Kathi Meystayer 

Our neighbor was at breakfast yesterday 
am, and saw a small baby bunny in her 
backyard.  A hawk swooped in in a flash 
and grabbed the bunny.  She rushed out-
side, scaring the hawk, who dropped the 
bunny.  Baby bunny, unhurt, ran under the 
shed. 
 

From Barbara Boyer 
Nice for the bunny, but what about break-
fast for the baby hawks? 

You know you're a Master Naturalist 
when.... 

...you send out a link to the American Bird 
Conservancy's "Cats indoors" initiative and ask 
whether there's any interest in having a local 
effort to publicize the problems associated with 
Free-Roaming cats.  Here's their page on the 
program, which offers some assistance to peo-
ple who want to spearhead local awareness 
programs.  I would carry the ball on this, but 
would need some other who are interested to 
make it worth the effort/time.  > http://
www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/cats/
index.html 
 
Any takers? 
From Kathi Meystayer 

http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/cats/index.html
http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/cats/index.html
http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/policy/cats/index.html
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Wood Duck Box Workshop at New 

Kent Forestry Center July 18 

 

The Virginia Department of Forestry and the 
Virginia Waterfowlers Association have part-
nered to host a Wood Duck Nesting Box 
Workshop Saturday, July 18, 9 a.m. - noon at 
the New Kent Forestry Center near Provi-
dence Forge. This hands-on workshop has 
space for 30 participants, including children 
and adults, with lunch included. 
 
The Virginia Waterfowlers Association will 
provide an educational presentation, instruc-
tors, wood duck box kits, and nails for partici-
pants. Participants will be required to bring 
hammers. PRE-REGISTRATION IS RE-
QUIRED. To register, or for more informa-
tion, contact Todd Cocker by email: gooses-
macker@aol.com, or call (804)317-8058. 

You know you are a master naturalist 
when…. 
 

My next store neighbor's  children gave them a beautiful 
planter for their front yard. They filled it with beautiful 
flowers of every description with the same sad ending. A 
pair of Cottontail Rabbits that live under my miniature 
hollies ate every plant they put out. In desperation they 
asked me to help them. Using all the knowledge (and 
Google) that I could draw on as both a  Master Naturalist 
and Master Gardener I suggested a variety of "varmint 
proof"  plants. All to no avail. I tried various home made 
sprays with the most noxious  and foul tasting concoctions 
I could devise. The bunnies treated them as salad  dress-
ing. Finally in I gave up and called Pat to say I was out of 
ideas. She  said, "Oh don't worry. I solved the problem I 
bought plastic flowers".  
  
Duh, 
Ramblin' Clyde 

Mt. Breathed, W.Va.   
Photo Courtesy of Kathi Mestayer 

mailto:goosesmacker@aol.com
mailto:goosesmacker@aol.com
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VIRGINIA LIVING MUSEUM  

ADULT SCIENCE   SEMINARS FOR 2009 

July – No seminar 

August 4  Living Green House and Garden 

From solar panels to geothermal heating units, from 
Styrofoam walls to high performance windows find 
out how you can make choices within your home that 
can help improve the environment. This workshop 
includes a special inside look at the Museum‘s ‗Living 
Green‘ House which showcases environmentally 
friendly home design and construction options.  Out-
side the ‗Green‘ house, learn Earth-friendly garden 
tips in the surrounding Conservation Gar-
den.Presented by: Fred Farris, VLM Deputy Director 

(limited to 20 participants) 

September 8        More than Just Teeth  
Shark! - Is a jaw full of sharp teeth the first thing that 
comes to mind when you hear the word? We‘ll take a 
look at the amazing adaptations that have kept sharks 
at the top of the food chain for millions of years, de-
bunk some shark myths, and explore the important 
roles that sharks play in the ocean ecosys-
tem.  Presented by: Dana Zebrowski, VLM Science 
Educator. Ages: 16 and above.  
Time: 6-8 p.m.  
Cost: VLM members $5, non-members $7, active 
VLM volunteers free. Call 757-595-9135 to register.  
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The Box Turtle Connection: 

Virginia’s Box Turtle Monitoring Program 

For Teachers and Their Students  

 

The Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 
(VDGIF) is offering three workshops for educators inter-
ested in helping monitor Box Turtle populations.  Partici-
pants will learn field methods and protocols, which in-
clude setting up a census plot and conducting a visual sur-
vey, equipment use and maintenance, collection of mor-
phometric data, and radio telemetry and other tracking 
techniques.  

The workshops will be held: 

June 18, 2009 in Charles City County 

July 7, 2009 in Loudoun County 

July 16, 2009 in Charlottesville 

Suzie Gilley, Wildlife Education Coordinator 

VA Dept. of Game and Inland Fisheries 

P. O. Box 11104 

Richmond, VA 23230-1104 

804-367-0188 (desk)  - 804-367-6179 (Fax) 

Suzie.Gilley@dgif.virginia.gov  

Almost heaven….. 
Kathi Mestayer  

 
My husband and I took a backpacking trip out to West Virginia, in the Red Creek area near Dolly Sods.  If you haven't 
been there, it's almost, well, heaven, just like the song.  Well, okay, the food is not the greatest, but dehydrated tur-
key tetrazzini is the same no matter where you eat it. For this past trip, we left the camera at the car to save weight, 
and I snuck my cell phone into my pack.  The shots are a bit lacking in the resolution dept, but here's a stream (see 
previous page) and boulder field atop of Mt. Breathed. We saw wild leeks (ramps), large round-leaved orchids, and a 
goshawk.  And almost no people. 
 
See pictures on page 6 

More Training Opportunities 

mailto:Suzie.Gilley@dgif.virginia.gov
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More Training Opportunities…. 
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From HRC member 
Jeanne Millin: 

I would like to make the 4th Saturday of the 
month, Invasive Clearing Day 
at New Quarter Park.  We would like to start at 
about 9:15 or immediately after the Williams-
burg Bird Club 7 to 9 am walk.             

            Jeanne Millin 

INVASIVE CLEARING DAY 

Hard working Master Naturalists clearing stilt from New 
Quarter Park June 27, 2009 

Gary Driscole, Jeanne Millin, M.ike Millan, Adrienne Frank, 
Shirley Devan, Bill Williams, Anne-Marie Castellani 

Photo courtesy of Shirley Devan 

Service hours 

Outreach to Education from Master 
Naturalists 

Estuaries to Ocean 

April 29, 2009, several Master Natural-
ists participated in field trip for the 5th 
graders at Seaford Elementary 
School in York County.  Some of the ex-
pert guides on this field trip included 
Susan Powell, Sheila Kerr-Jones, 
Barbara Dunbar, Felice Bond, 
Clyde Marsteller and Jane Callaway.  
Stephen Living, PhD from the Depart-
ment of Game and Inland Fisheries was 
also along as an expert guide, and Dr. 
Jerre Johnson presented an incredible 
look at fossils.   
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Froggin‘ on the Chick‘ 

By Felice Bond 

Several Master Naturalists went "froggin' on the Chick" (The 
Chickahominy  Wildlife Management Area) to listen for green 
treefrogs, narrowmouth toads, pinewoods treefrogs, bull-
frogs, etc.   We were thrilled to watch the full moon rise over 
the creek. That was a real bonus we hadn't planned on. 
 
We did some exploring with our headlamps and flashlights and 
found some very active pools of water in the surrounding for-
ested areas.  

Once was not enough, so on another trip—more critters!    
Photos courtesy of Felice Bond and Seig  Kopinitz 

Luna Moth 

Copes Grey Tree Frog 

 
Sunday night on the Chick’ 

The last Sunday evening in June was warm, with a slight 
breeze.  It was a perfect night to go "a froggin".  Shirley, 
Adrienne, Gary, Alice & Seig, joined Tom & Felice 
Bond.  Of course unlike a bird walk which normally 
takes place in the morning, a frog adventure must take 
place at night. 
 
We drove to the Chickahominy Wildlife Management 
Area in Charles City County, VA.  Tom and Felice had 
their boat, and we took turns in the boat looking for 
frogs at the edge of the marshes on Morris Creek.  While 
we did not see a single frog while riding in the boat, we 
surely did hear the chorus of frogs singing.  The sound 
was like  wave moving up the creek.  The sound began a 
ways off then kept getting closer and louder, until the 
sound was extremely loud.  Then the wave would pass 
and fade away to an almost eerie quiet.  Alas, Tom, de-
spite his best effort, was unable to spot that elusive 
Harpy Eagle. 
 
 

 
Darkness had now fallen, and we drove to a dirt road, 
near the entrance of the WMA, which was known to be 
muddy and full of promising water filled pot holes.  
Headlights and flashlights ablaze, we headed into the 
woods.  The frogs were everywhere and again the sound 
was deafening.  We saw Cope's Gray Tree Frogs Hyla 
chrysoscelis in the mud, in the water and on the trees.  We 
also saw a Southern Leopard Frog Rana sphenocephala and 
an Eastern Narrowmouth Toad Gastrophryne carolinensis.  
On the reptile side we saw a Little Brown Skin Scincella 
lateralis with a very long tail.  To round things out we 
also observed a Six-spotted Fishing Spider Dolomedes tri-
ton, a Luna Moth and a beautiful black spotted Mush-
room. 
 
So it turns out that a Sunday evening walk on a dark, 
muddy dirt road can be very rewarding, if you are smart 
enough to go with Felice, that is (and if Felice says you 
should wear boots, you probably should). 
Alice & Seig Kopinitz 
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Native Plant Propagation Talk 
 

Denise Greene, a landscape designer specializing in 
native plants, will demonstrate propagation by division 
and root cuttings and collecting seeds for various 
plants during the July 9 meeting for John Clayton 
Chapter of the Virginia Native Plant Society. Greene is 
the owner of Sassafras Farm, a native plant nursery, 
and is a past board member of The Virginia Society of 
Landscape Designers, a statewide non- profit associa-
tion of professionals. Meeting held at 7pm, York 
County Library, corner of Rt. 17 and Battle Rd. in 
Yorktown. Free and open to the public. For more info 
call 564-4494 or visit www.claytonvnps.org. 

Estuaries to Ocean 

April 29, 2009, several Master Naturalists partici-
pated in field trip for the 5th graders at Seaford Ele-
mentary School in York County.  Some of the expert 
guides on this field trip included Susan Powell, 
Sheila Kerr-Jones, Barbara Dunbar, Felice 
Bond, Clyde Marsteller and Jane Callaway.  
Stephen Living, PhD from the Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries was also along as an expert 
guide, and Dr. Jerre Johnson presented an incredi-
ble look at fossils.   

Gary Driscoll searching for critters 

You are invited to participate in an exemplary Wetlands 
workshop at the Claytor Nature Study Center of 
Lynchburg College, August 4, 5, and 6, 2009.  The 
workshops are lead by a collaboration between Environ-
mental Concern Inc., VA Resource Use Education Coun-
cil, and local wetlands scientists.  Registration and lunch 
and refreshments are provided by a grant from the VA 
Resource Use Education Council, on a first-come-first-
serve basis.  No-fee Registration is limited to 25 for each 
day.  Day 2 is an advanced training with a pre-requisite of 
Day 1 (or evidence of previous WOW! Training).  This is 
the only WOW! and POW! opportunity offered in Vir-
ginia this year.  Reserve your place by registering early at: 
http://www.wetland.org/education_schedule.htm 

The Claytor Nature Study Center of Lynchburg College is 
a beautiful 470-acre preserve in the shadow of the Peaks of 
Otter in Bedford County, VA.  We have served more than 
5000 learners of all ages in environmental, nature, wet-
land and watershed studies over the past 3 years.  With 
more than 40 acres of delineated wetlands along the Big 
Otter River, many other diverse natural habitats, and 
small conference facilities that place you in the forest can-
opy overlooking our wetlands, this should be a learning 
experience you will not soon forget.Questions and more 
information?  Email is best: eaton.g@lynchburg.edu  We 
look forward to seeing you here! 

Greg 

Dr. Greg Eaton, Director  Claytor Nature Study Center Lynchburg College 1501 Lake-
side Drive  Lynchburg, VA 24501  

434-544-8360 (office) 434-661-8360 (cell) 

540-587-6740 (CNSC phone) 

eaton.g@lynchburg.edu  

www.lynchburg.edu/claytor 

Denise Greene in her garden 

http://www.claytonvnps.org
http://www.wetland.org/education_schedule.htm
mailto:eaton.g@lynchburg.edu
blocked::blocked::mailto:eaton.g@lynchburg.edu
blocked::blocked::http://www.lynchburg.edu/claytor
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Upcoming training opportunities from the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality April Newsletter 

Storytelling: A Pathway to Curriculum Integration  
July 6 - 10 
Mary Baldwin College Environment-Based Learning Course 
The oral tradition of storytelling provides a window into the context of culture and environment; therefore, the process can address 
standards in language arts, science, and social studies. In the course, educators will come to understand how to use this timeless tradi-
tion as a tool for motivating student learning while enhancing the oral and written abilities of k-12 students. Through storytelling, 
students will learn to observe, reflect upon, and document their own sense of place in time. Donald Davis, nationally known and 
award winning storyteller, will return this summer as the facilitator for this course.  The course will begin with a 3-day stay on historic 
Smith Island with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and end at Mary Baldwin College in Staunton; the Chesapeake Bay and Shenandoah 
Valley will provide a cultural/environmental context for practicing the process. For more information or to register, go to 
www.mbc.edu/ebl. 

Agriculture in the Classroom Elementary Workshop  
July 9; 9:00am - 2:00pm (lunch is provided)  
Virginia Beach Farmers Market, Rural Heritage Center 
Virginia‘s AITC program provides teacher training workshops throughout the Commonwealth.  Hands-on activities and grade level 
appropriate, SOL-aligned lesson plans cover multiple content areas.  Additionally, each teacher receives a free teacher resource kit 
with curriculum, books, posters, and much more! For more information please contact kalvarez@vbgov.com or 757-385-4395. 

Trout in the Classroom  
July 13 - 17 
Mary Baldwin College Environment-Based Learning Course 
Trout in the Classroom (TIC) is designed to teach educators about a science-based curriculum developed through the conservation 
organization Trout Unlimited. In TIC programs, students in grades K-12 raise trout from eggs, monitor tank water quality, engage in 
stream habitat study, learn to appreciate water resources, begin to foster a conservation ethic, and come to understand ecosystems. 
Most programs end the year by releasing their trout in a state-approved stream near the school or within a nearby watershed. In the 
MBC course, educators will focus on integrating TIC across the curriculum, coordinating efforts with local resources, finding grant 
and funding options, and TIC tank set-up and maintenance. Field experiences will include stream studies, fisheries biology, and land 
use/watershed issues. For more information or to register, go to www.mbc.edu/ebl. 

Garden in the Classroom Workshop -July 14; 9:00am - 3:00pm (lunch is provided)  
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden (Richmond)  
Virginia‘s AITC program provides teacher training workshops throughout the Commonwealth.  Garden in the Classroom workshops 
focus on the indoor and outdoor instructional garden.  Hands-on activities and grade level appropriate, SOL-aligned lesson plans cover 
multiple content areas.  Additionally, each teacher receives a free teacher resource kit with curriculum, books, posters, and much 
more! For more information, call 804-262-9887. 

Agriculture in the Classroom Elementary Workshop  
July 20; 9:00am - 2:00pm (lunch is provided)  
Loudoun Farm Museum 
Virginia's AITC program provides teacher training workshops throughout the Commonwealth.  Hands-on activities and grade level 
appropriate, SOL-aligned lesson plans cover multiple content areas.  Additionally, each teacher receives a free teacher resource kit 
with curriculum, books, posters, and much more! For more information, call 571-258-3800. 

Contaminant Chemistry Series  
July 20 – 24, 2009 
The Northwest Environmental Training Center is presenting a workshop about contaminant chemistry and transport in soil and 
groundwater July 20 – 24, 2009 in Philadelphia. For more information go to: http://nwetc.org/chem-403b_07-09_philadelphia.htm 

Garden in the Classroom Workshop - July 28; 9-3 (lunch is provided)  
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden (Richmond)  
Virginia‘s AITC program provides teacher training workshops throughout the Commonwealth.  Garden in the Classroom workshops 
focus on the indoor and outdoor instructional garden.  Hands-on activities and grade level appropriate, SOL-aligned lesson plans cover 
multiple content areas.  Additionally, each teacher receives a free teacher resource kit with curriculum, books, posters, and much 
more! For more information, call 804-262-9887. 

Continued on next page 
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Agriculture in the Classroom Middle School Workshop  
July 29; 9:00am - 2:00pm (lunch is provided)  
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden (Richmond)  
Virginia‘s AITC program provides teacher training workshops throughout the Commonwealth.  Hands-on activities, experiments, and grade 
level appropriate, SOL-aligned lesson plans cover multiple content areas.  Middle School Workshops emphasize natural, life, and physical 
science as well as language arts and economics.  Additionally, each teacher receives a free teacher resource kit with curriculum, books, post-
ers, and much more! For more information, call 804-262-9887. 

Garden in the Classroom  
July 31; 9:00am - 3:00pm 
Hahn Horticulture Garden (Blacksburg)  
Virginia‘s AITC program provides teacher training workshops throughout the Commonwealth.  Garden in the Classroom workshops focus 
on the indoor and outdoor instructional garden.  Hands-on activities and grade level appropriate, SOL-aligned lesson plans cover multiple 
content areas.  Additionally, each teacher receives a free teacher resource kit with curriculum, books, posters, and much more! For more 
information, call 540-231-5970. 

For a current list of spring and summer professional development opportunities for educators, visit 
www.vanaturally.com/summer.html 

The Virginia Natural History Society http://fwie.fw.vt.edu/vnhs/ is planning a symposium entitled 
―Historical Explorations into Virginia's Natural History" on Saturday, Sept. 26, 2009 at the new Virginia 
Museum of Natural History in Martinsville, Va. www.vmnh.net 
 
This symposium will present the contributions of the leading naturalists over the past 400 year history of Virginia in 
the fields of: Fossils, Marine and Estuarine Invertebrates, Mussels, Spiders, Insects, Marine and  Freshwater Fishes, 
Amphibians, Reptiles, Birds, Plants, Mammals, Caves.  Plus a presentation on the contributions of Thomas Jefferson 
to Natural History. 
 
Costs: $10 for the symposium only and $25 for the Symposium plus Banquet on Sept. 26. Lunch will be available at 
the Museum‘s cafeteria. A reception will be held Friday, Sept. 25, 5:00 – 8:00 pm at the museum.  
Hotel accommodations will be available at the Quality Inn/Dutch Inn 276-647-3721 http://www.qualityinn.com/
hotel-collinsville-virginia-VA381 for approximately $45 per night when reserving for the symposium 
Registration information is available at the Natural History Society website: http://fwie.fw.vt.edu/vnhs/ 
 
If you have any questions please call Tom McAvoy (540-231-6320) or tmcavoy@vt.edu 
This will be a unique and an important addition to the history of Virginia and natural history. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Tom McAvoy  Dept. of Entomology  Virginia Tech  216A Price Hall  Blacksburg, VA 24061 
http://web.ento.vt.edu/ento/ 
Phone: 540-231-6320 
FAX: 540-231-9131 

Events farther afield 
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SUMMERTIME FOR THE ZOO 

By Clyde Marsteller 

The Zoo residents and myself have taken a well deserved 
rest for a couple of weeks now that school is out. We 
visited with the Peninsula Engineer Society for a nice din-
ner and are looking forward to three days at the 4H Camp 
in James City County (near Jamestown) at the end of the 
month. Susie Blutz is settled in and is getting fat eating 
blueberries, grapes, strawberries, mealy worms and 
earthworms. I just dusted her fruit with a part of a multi-
vitamin as suggested in my readings. The Rolie Polies are 
reproducing like crazy and are devouring dried maple 
leaves, mushrooms and apple slices as fast as I put them in 
their containers. I caught a couple of Sow Bug Killer spi-
ders to keep them in check. If you caught the Zoo presen-
tation you know their real names are Isopods and they are 
the only terrestrial members of their family (shrimp, 
crabs, lobsters, marine isopods) . They still breath by gills 
and mommy Isopod is the ―marsupial‖ of the arthropods . 
She has a pouch at the 7th segment of her little ―bod‖ 
where she carries her fertilized eggs and the newly 
hatched babies. The Giant Millipede babies are all about 
two inches long and are thriving on a diet of mushrooms 
and apples. They actually shed their skins like a snake as 
they grow. My slugs and snails are doing great since I put 
them in containers with leaf mulch and moist soil. They 
tuck themselves under the pieces of bark I gave them and 
eat well on veggie scraps and mushrooms . One of the 
Giant Stripped Wood Slugs decided to go for a stroll and 
found a corner of the habitat not quite fastened. I was 
able to track him by his slime trail on the carpet and 
found him trying to crawl into a bookcase. Fortunately I 
retrieved him before Ellie started to house clean the ―Zoo 
Room‖. The Betsy Beetles (Patent Leather Beetles) are 
very noisy lately . As I am typing this the two containers 
they are in are squeaking at each other. I wonder what 
they talk about?  

My single Black Carpenter Ant who has been with me for 
2.5 years did something marvelous. She laid fertile eggs! 
The first egg hatched and the little one is helping rotate 
her siblings larva. I am guessing they will all be sterile 
females and I think my old maid has turned into a Queen. 
I will bring her to the picnic so you can meet royalty. The 
earth worms are doing their thing and I put a number of 
little ones into my flower pots. They are of course her-
maphroditic and have double the opportunity of meeting 
that special someone. 

 

 

On the predator side of the house the Black Widow spi-
ders have scads of babies. They are busy cannibalizing 
themselves and the remaining siblings must not sleep at 
night (I wouldn‘t). The Red Back Salamanders are gob-
bling up termites and small ants. I have learned to leave 
maggots alone( see Don‘t Mess With Maggots in a previ-
ous news letter). 

My two Big Reds are enjoying small crickets and earth 
worms and are over weight (like the Zoo Keeper) . Toad-
stool the American Toad still is spastic. Where Mush-
room Fowler Toad was sedate and prim, Toadstool 
bounces around like he thinks he is a frog. Ratso the juve-
nile Black Rat Snake still has as attitude and persists in 
trying to swallow my hand when I pick him up, unfortu-
nately  his teeth are sharp and he can draw blood so I have 
to wear gloves with him. 

Almost forgot the ―Living Fossils‖ American Cockroaches, 
their cousins the Wood Roaches and the Madagascar Hiss-
ing Cockroaches are all fat and sassy. To Ellie‘s disgust 
the first two are breeding and the nymphs are perfect rep-
licas of the parents. Interestingly the adults molt after a 
couple of weeks and appear as beautiful white creatures (I 
thought at first I had some albinos ) They then turn 
brown and grow wings before becoming the black adults. 

I will be  going on ―Safari‖  in two weeks to catch some 
lizards and earth snakes for the  children to see. Wish me 
luck, I return these critters back to God‘s Three Acres 
when their tours are done (usually 1 to 3 days). 

Ramblin Clyde 

Zoo Keeper 


