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Members-at-Large Please consider helping out with our local Christmas
Bird Count Sunday, December 20. Use this
Mary Apperson, Chapter Advisor opportunity to contribute to a meaningful citizen
science project even if you can only count birds in
Committee Chairs your yard. Even better, join a team in the field for a

full day or half day. Great fun!
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Citizen Science in Action
Winterizing Bluebird Houses

by Judy Jones

Pictured are Kathy Cross and Bill Wallace (with Judy Jones behind the camera) out at the
Chickahominy Riverfront Park. The team’s task was to clean out the bluebird boxes and then
close them off (with that lovely bright pink duct tape) to prevent birds from roosting in them
over the winter. This is part of an experimental program in which four trails are winterized
differently....New Quarter Park’s trail had boxes that were cleaned, the top air holes were
closed off, and then the floors of the boxes were lined with lovely pine straw to encourage
warm, safe winter roosting. As ‘control trails’, both Ford’s Colony and Freedom Park Trail’s
boxes were cleaned and then left alone. The Chick’s boxes were cleaned and then the entry
holes were closed off to hopefully encourage the birds to roost in forested areas, with greater
protection from wind and cold. There is a school of thought that the birds fare better in the
winter in natural roosts in the forest. A second theory is also that House Sparrows won’t be
able to roost in the boxes over the winter, preventing them from bonding with boxes and
attacking bluebirds wanting to nest there in the spring.

So, we’ll see how it goes. The boxes will be checked weekly and the duct tape will be
removed in late February or early March to allow bluebirds opportunities to select them for
nesting sites. Hopefully, we’ll see which trail offers better protection for bluebirds in the
winter by looking at breeding success in the next season.
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ycerinate Fall Leaves
by Roger Gosden

Here’s a cheapskate suggestion for decorating the table at Thanksgiving or giving at Christmas to people
who have everything. Fall leaves!

While other families in the neighborhood are filling bags with leaves from their yard for collectors to cart
away to the dump, | am spreading them evenly into the flower beds to save the cost of mulch, but |
bring the most colorful and perfect specimens indoors. Southern red oak, tulip poplar, dogwood, beech,
and sweet gum—all changing through a spectrum of bright colors, and each keeping to its peculiar
schedule.

Wouldn’t they look great in a bowl on the festive table if it was possible to stop them curling, cracking,
and crumbling? It is, in the twinkling of an eye.

e Dilute a bottle of glycerin (glycerol) from the pharmacy with tap water in the ratio 1:2
e Pour the fluid into a tray for soaking the leaves

e Flatten the leaves with a weight (like a matching tray)

e Allow them to soak for a week or so

e Pour off the fluid and dry the leaves on paper towels

e Voila!

The glycerin helps to preserve the leaves, and makes them supple. They should last until springtime
when delicate, lime-green beech leaves attached to their branches can be gathered for glycerin
treatment. That makes a cheerful decoration for the fireplace when it becomes vacant after the winter,
and is a recipe | learned from a country gardener. Mum’s the word.
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Clayton & Catesby:

December 5, 2015 —
February 28, 2016

Documentation of native Virginia plants by naturalist Mark Catesby and botanist John
Clayton in the 18th century and the Flora of Virginia Project in the 21st century is explored in
this three-month exhibit. Seventeen period engravings of Catesby’s 18th-century watercolor
paintings of flora and fauna, on loan from the Garden Club of Virginia, are exhibited
alongside a 1762 edition of Flora Virginica, based on Clayton’s work.

Courtesy of the Garden Club of Virginia

A collection of public programs related to the “Botanical Virginia” theme and will be
presented during the period of the exhibit. Please be sure to allow extra time to visit the
permanent exhibition galleries, view Jamestown Settlement’s introductory film,

1607: A Nation Takes Root, see the “Botanical Virginia” section in the gift shop and visit the
Jamestown Settlement Café.

Jamestown Settlement and the Yorktown Victory Center, transitioning to

American Revolution Museum at Yorktown, offer free admission for residents of
James City County, York County and the City of Williamsburg, including College of

William & Mary students. Virginia residents can purchase an American
Heritage Annual Pass online for the same price as the one-time-admission

JQM b combination ticket. Proof of residency required.

Jamestown Settlement admission is $16.75 for adults and $7.75 for ages 6 through
12 (2116: $17.00, $8.00 ages 6-12). A combination ticket to both museums is
$21.00 for adults and $10.50 for ages 6-12 (2016: $21.25, $10.75 ages 6-12).

www.historyisfun.org

Route 31 South
Williamsburg, VA
(757)253-4838
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2015 HRC Holiday Party
by The Host Committee

Many thanks the gang that made it happen!
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Continuing Education Opportunities

New Year's Day Boardwalk Bird Show - January 1, 2016 from 1:00 pm
to 3:00 pm at Greensprings Trail Boardwalk

[CE] WBC Pelagic Trip - January 2, 2016 from 6:00 am to 4:00 pm at
Lynnhaven Inlet, Virginia Beach, VA, USA

[CE] HRBC Bird Walk - January 3, 2016 from 7:00 am to 10:00 am at
Newport News City Park

[CE] “Clayton & Catesby: Botanical Virginia”— Public Programs
Lectures - January 5, 2016 from 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm at Jamestown
Settlement’s Robins Foundation Theater

[Class] Ornithology - January 5, 2016 from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm

[CE] Bird Walk at New Quarter Park - January 9, 2016 from 8:00 am to
10:00 am at New Quarter Park, 1000 Lakeshead Dr, Williamsburg, VA 23185,
[Field Trip] Forest Conservation & Management; Nature Hike -
January 9, 2016 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at New Kent Forestry Center,
11301 Pocahontas Trail, Providence Forge, VA 23140, United States

[CE] Monthly meeting - January 13, 2016 from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm at
JCC Library, 7770 Croaker Rd., Williamsburg

[CE] “Clayton & Catesby: Botanical Virginia”— Public Programs
Lectures - January 14, 2016 from 9:00 am to 10:00 am at Jamestown
Settlement, 2110 Jamestown Rd, Williamsburg, VA 23185, United States
[CE] WBC Field Trip to Dutch Gap - January 16, 2016 from 6:00 am to
12:00 pm at Chesterfield County, VA

[CE] WBC Pelagic Tripi - January 16, 2016 from 6:00 am to 4:00 pm at
Lynnhaven Inlet, Virginia Beach, VA, USA

[CE] HRBC Bird Walk - January 17, 2016 from 7:00 am to 10:00 am at
Newport News City Park

[CE] MG FREE Landscape For Life™ ‘Train the Trainer’ Webinar
Series - January 19, 2016 all day at Webinar series - first of series

[CE] “Clayton & Catesby: Botanical Virginia”— Public Programs
Lectures - January 19, 2016 from 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm at Jamestown
Settlement’s Robins Foundation Theater

[CE] WBC Monthly Meeting - Flycatchers in MD - January 20, 2016
from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm at College of William & Mary, Andrews Hall, Room
101
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Upcoming General Membership Meetings
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